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Louisiana Activities and Programs in Nutrient
Control and Management?
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Abstract

Louisiana has implemented many activities and
programs to address the problems of nutrient
enrichment. For many years, most activity was
associated with point source control programs
for municipal and industrial discharges, many of
which had significant nutrient discharges. These
point source control activities have led to sub-
stantial reductions in the nutrient loadings to
state water bodies and are continuing. Recently,
however, it has been recognized that diffused
rainfall runoff from a variety of “nonpoint”
sources are now contributing to the majority of
man-induced nutrient loadings to Louisiana
water bodies. To address the nonpoint sources
of nutrients, Louisiana, as have most states, has
initiated an aggressive nonpoint source program
designed to work cooperatively with the
Environmental Protection Agency under
Section 319 of the Clean Water Act. Louisiana’s
Nonpoint Source Program has sought to sup-
port and incorporate existing local, state, and
federal agency programs and enter into a broad
cooperative “interagency” approach to the
problem.

One of the first water bodies in the state that
was targeted for nonpoint source implemen-
tation activities, which included nutrient
controls, was Bayou Queue de Tortue in the
Mermentau River Basin (Figure 111). Over a
five year period, the program has seen the

development of best management practices for
rice cultivation that has benefited water quality.
The state believes the Bayou Queue de Tortue
experience shows that, working cooperatively,
nutrient and water quality goals can be achieved
(Figures 112 and 113). Other nonpoint source
program activities addressing forestry practices
and urban runoff, although not as far along in
the development, are also showing promise in
reaching water quality goals. The state is
committed to pursuing whatever point and
nonpoint source controls are necessary to
address nutrient enrichment problems and
believes its existing programs are achieving this
goal.
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Figure 111.
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Figure 113.
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